


uinta dos Vales, now open to the public, is a

unique tourism project in which art,
winemaking and nature come together in
perfect harmony. Located within a large estate

on the outskirts of Estombar, it is run by 55-year-old Karl

Heinz Stock, a former business entrepreneur.

Karl was the co-founder of STT Group, one of the

largest and most successful Western oriented property

development companies in Russia. He decided to retire

from the cut and thrust of big business and move to

Portugal for a more relaxed lifestyle and last year bought
Quinta dos Vales. It was a somewhat rundown rural farm
when he took over and he implemented a major investment
programme to transform it into a highly attractive and
desirable destination for people with a taste for the better
things in life. The old winemaking plant was completely
renewed and is already producing around 70,000 litres of
eminently palatable red and white per year. Wild deer roam
the estate and an enclosed area is home to horses, llamas,

kangaroos, rabbits, sheep and pigs.
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Karl, who went into banking after university, has always
been a lover of art and an enthusiastic sculptor in his
spare time and not surprisingly the grounds of the estate,
patios and buildings are enhanced by a wide variety of
sculptures. One of the focal points is a sculpture park, an
enclosed area with grass and stone paving where a
number of works in different materials are exhibited. The
gardens in front of the wine-tasting area are also
festooned with an eclectic array of sculptures by Karl and
other artists. They include three large fibreglass nudes of
voluptuous proportions and each in a different vivid
colour. Nearby are giant polystyrene figures inspired by
the work of Niki de Saint Phalle, the French-born artist
whose whimsical life-size dolls of women were made of
papier maché, wire and cloth and were a statement on
the proverbial archetypal figure and the position of
women in society. A series of large relief works adorn the

long outdoor wall of the winery. Cast in fibreglass and
resin in Karl’s studio in Silves, they depict figures in
movement and incorporate the pure form of the circle,
symbolising the theme of man’s struggle for perfection.
This theme is especially pertinent to Karl’s ambition to
produce a wine without equal.

He has recruited the well known German enologist
Dorina Lindemann who heads production with two other
top Portuguese winemakers one of which is Paulo Laureano.
The production for 2007 comprised two reds: the Marqués
dos Vales Reserva, a fruity aromatic wine blended from
Aragonez, Cabernet Sauvignon and Castelao grape varieties
and matured in French oak casks for 12 months; and the
Marques dos Vales Selecta made from a blend of Castelao,
Touriga Nacional and Alicante Bouschet. The Marqués dos
Vales Selecta white (winner of the Silver Medal 1st Edition
of 2008 issued by Fatacil for the best white wine in the
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£ Algarve) comes from a blend of Arinto, Malvasia and Siria
| and matures in stainless steel temperature controlled vats
to produce a fresh and fruity wine with a flowery bouquet.
! o The quinta also produces a pleasant rosé and there are
plans to produce a varietal white from the Alvarinho grape.
The wines of Quinta dos Vales can be tasted on site in a
tasting room that caters for about 80 people and where
you are greeted at the entrance, appropriately, by an

impressive 17th century statue of Bacchus, the god of

wine. Said Karl: “My main priority is to produce good
MR GlEADOSIALE MARQUES  VALES MARQUES. | VALES ingutsbosvatel wine and my vision is to position myself among the three
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| best winemakers in the Algarve and establish a symbiosis

between fine wine and good art. I had decided to slow
down the speed of my business life and turn what I had
accumulated in Russia into a new way of life. Finally, I
am now close to realising my dream”.

The farm has five newly renovated apartments and a
renovated large seven-bedroom house offering tourist

accommodation and three old farmhouses are also in the

process of reconstruction. @






